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During our summer worship series on Moses, we noted the importance of Moses and the Israelites having a 
compelling and clear goal of experience a life of liberty in the promised land. Today, we would call this a 
vision statement. A vision statement focuses on what the result is meant to be. In the case of Moses and the 
Israelites, the vision (compelling and clear goal) is to experience freedom and liberty in the promised land. 

Once the vision is understood every decision and action should work toward fully experiencing and 
realizing the vision. In the case of Moses and the Israelites, there are the things that shape a rag-tag band 
of ex-slaves who have never known freedom into a people that can truly embrace the freedom and liberty 
of the promised land. For example, receiving the 10 Commandments and 603 additional commandments 
over a three-month period at Mt. Sinai is a practical step toward realizing the vision of the promised land. 

During one of the services, I reverenced that I could not find a mission or vision statement for Grace. Later, 
the following statement was found in a 2019 newsletter, “Grace United Methodist Church is growing into an 
open, welcoming, and accepting Christ-centered community, committed to sharing the transforming love 
of Christ, and loving all people all the time!” That is a compelling and clear goal (vision statement) for 
Grace. 

The challenge before us is in determining the practical, God-led decisions and actions that move us toward 
fully experiencing and realizing this vision. In other words, what is our mission statement? What are the 
practical and measurable steps that focus out church’s efforts toward experiencing the vision before us. 

Let me give you a couple examples of what I mean. Jesus had a compelling and clear goal to seek and 
save those who were lost. In today’s language, that is his vision statement. 

Jesus’ practical and measurable steps (mission statement) can be found throughout the gospels. We will 
use Luke 7:22, "Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the 
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
preached to the poor." The things Jesus tells John’s disciples to report are practical (at least for Jesus) and 
measurable actions that work toward the fulfillment of Jesus’ compelling and clear vision to seek and save 
the lost. 

The Apostle Paul had a compelling and clear goal (vision statement) that all people, Jew and Gentile, 
would know Christ as their Lord and Savior. Paul’s practical and measurable steps (mission statement) was 
to go throughout the Roman Empire preaching the saving grace of Christ in synagogues and on street 
corners. 

During the month of September, we will consider possible practical and measurable steps that focus our 
church on fulfilling the compelling and clear vision to “build disciples for Christ by making God’s love real to 
others.” I want to encourage you to me in this journey, to share any thoughts and ideas that you have 
prayerfully discerned concerning practical and measurable steps we might take, and to be in continual 
prayer for the church as we seek God’s direction. 

Think about it. Pray about it. I hope you will join me for worship in September.
Pastor Kevin



Combined Worship Team Meeting
September 7th @ 1:15pm
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Grace Women Meeting

 

Tuesday, September 2nd @ 5:00pm
Ted Ensley Garden, Lake Shawnee

Grace Women in Faith will meet on Tue, Sept. 2 at 5:00 pm (note time change) at Ted 
Ensley Garden, Lake Shawnee.  It's best to travel east on 37th to West Edge Road, 
turn left & into parking lot.  The shelter house is next to the parking lot & walkway 
covered bridge. Everyone is to bring a salad to share and their own table service. 

Most of you know that we had some A/C problems this summer.  I'm happy to 
report that is working great now.  Even better, we did not have to pay any extra for 
the work.  It was included in our maintenance agreement with Samco.  I also invite 
you to take a look at the floor in Fellowship Hall.  Rachel & Alex have worked very 

hard to strip and rewax the floor, and it looks great.

We do have more building expenses to come.  The A/C in the parlor is not working.  
This room is used by some of the groups that use our building, as well as small 

groups within the church.  We will also need to be renewing our Samco A/C 
maintenance agreement for another year.  We will be having a meal, provided by 
Claire & David Roth, on Sept 7, with donations going toward these and additional 

building expenses.

I want to thank everyone for your regular offerings to support our church.  I also 
want to thank you for being generous when giving extra toward additional 

expenses, Mission Shares, Disaster Relief/UMCOR, Doorstep, etc.  Those on Church 
Council know that our church struggles financially at times, and we need to try to 
be more transparent about this with the rest of the congregation.  If anyone ever 
has any questions or concerns about anything, I encourage you to ask me or any 

other council member.

Valinda Hailey - Lay Leader & Council Chair



 

 

 



Administrative Council Meeting
September 17th @ 6:00pm

Grace UMC



The deadline to submit information for the Grace Notes or calendar for October 2025 
will be September 23rd. Anything submitted after that date won’t be guaranteed a 

place. If there is an emergency addition please let the office know ASAP.

 

Scripture Readings

September 7
Jer 18:1-11
Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854)
Philem 1-21
Luke 14:25-33

September 14
Jer 4:11-12, 22-28
Ps 14 (UHM 746)
1 Tim 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

September 21
Jer 8:18-9:1
Ps 79:1-9 or Ps 4 (UMH 741)
1 Tim 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

September 28
Jer 32:1-3a, 6-15
Ps 91:1-6, 14-16 (UMH 810)
1 Tim 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

Birthdays

Anniversarys

Laura Flake
Emily Tucker

9/24
9/29

 

 

Adam and Lauren Wolf 9/22

 September Fellowship List
September 7th:

September 14th:

September 21st:

September 28th:

Dave & Claire Roth - 
Fundraiser meal

Hibberts

Rowene Helwick & 
Gayle McCoy

__________

Please sign up any time! The sign up sheets 
are on the bulletin board next to the office. 

Right now you can sign up for any open 
Sunday for the months of October, and 

November!
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